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They lived usually in colonies, exercised their arts by special
licence and were quite definitely tolerated only because they
were useful. The obligation of taking English apprentices was
generally imposed on them so that their skill should be gradually
diffused through the country. Only slowly were they merged
in the general population. Merchants were not so welcome.
It was as financiers that the Spanish Jews obtained a footing
and foreign merchants were still penalized in many ways. The
regular companies would have none of them, so they were
confined to the less regulated trade. In 1578 the long agitation
against the Hanse privileges ended in their abolition. The
Merchant Adventurers had been obliged, owing to the breach
with Spam, to remove their head-quarters from Antwerp to
Hamburg. The Hanse stood them for ten years and then turned
them out. Elizabeth retaliated by abolishing, in 1578, all their
privileges in England. They were no longer necessary to the
Crown, for English merchants were proving themselves well able
to find money for the Government and line their own pockets
at the same time.

The debt we owe to alien immigrants is so large that we may
stop for a moment to consider how it was that they came here
rather than elsewhere. There is no doubt that the chief cause
was the fact that England, compared to the Continent, was at
peace. A law-abiding man could count on conducting his
business without a daily fear of ruin from invading armies.
It was far otherwise abroad. Almost every country was torn by
civil dissensions, or a powerful despot was trying to impose his
religion or his politics on some unwilling small nation. Spam
was bullying the Netherlands, in France Huguenots and Catholics
were at each other's throats, Italy was the battle ground of
every ambitious princeling with a fancy for claiming other
people's dominions, while Germany was busy fomenting those
political and religious differences among her princes and her
towns that left her, in 1648, a desert for a century. It was no
wonder that peace-loving burgesses migrated to a more restful
atmosphere, where the Government seemed on the whole able to